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When Uncertainty Is the Only Thing You Can Feel
Use these quotes when your mind keeps scanning for answers you don't have yet, during a career 
pivot, a breakup, a move, or any "now what?" season. The tone here is honest and steady: it doesn't 
pretend clarity is instant, but it also doesn't treat uncertainty as failure. If you're journaling, try copying 
one quote at the top of the page and then writing one paragraph about what you can control today. 
These also work well as a quiet caption when you want to be real without oversharing.

" "We sail within a vast sphere, ever drifting in uncertainty, driven from end to end"
— Blaise Pascal

" "Faith means living with uncertainty - feeling your way through life, letting your heart guide you like a 
lantern in the dark"
— Dan Millman

" "The only thing that makes life possible is permanent, intolerable uncertainty; not knowing what comes 
next"
— Ursula K. Le Guin

" "I never appreciated 'positive heroes' in literature. They are almost always cliches, copies of copies, until 
the model is exhausted. I prefer perplexity, doubt, uncertainty, not just because it provides a more 
'productive' literary raw material, but because that is the way we humans really are"
— Jose Saramago

" "I don't think the human mind can comprehend the past and the future. They are both just illusions 
that can manipulate you into thinking theres some kind of change"
— Bob Dylan

" "The only limit to our realization of tomorrow will be our doubts of today"
— Franklin D. Roosevelt

" "The world is bad but not without hope. It is only hopeless when you look at it from an ideal viewpoint"
— Friedrich Durrenmatt

" "I have realized that the past and future are real illusions, that they exist in the present, which is what 
there is and all there is"
— Alan Watts



When You Don't Need a Full Plan— Just the Next Step
Reach for these quotes when you feel stuck because you're demanding a complete map before you 
move. The tone is practical and motivating: it nudges you toward motion, not perfection, and reminds 
you that progress is built in increments. A helpful tip is to pair a quote with one specific action (a call, an 
application, a walk, a draft) and do it within 24 hours. These are strong for pep talks, coaching 
moments, or a note to yourself before you hit "send".

" "Whoever wants to reach a distant goal must take small steps"
— Saul Bellow

" "The shortest way to do many things is to do only one thing at once"
— Samuel Smiles

" "Progress, of the best kind, is comparatively slow. Great results cannot be achieved at once; and we 
must be satisfied to advance in life as we walk, step by step"
— Samuel Smiles

" "The vision must be followed by the venture. It is not enough to stare up the steps - we must step up the 
stairs"
— Vance Havner

" "Growth is an erratic forward movement: two steps forward, one step back. Remember that and be very 
gentle with yourself"
— Julia Cameron

" "The journey of a thousand miles begins with one step"
— Lao Tzu

" "Life is a series of steps. Things are done gradually. Once in a while there is a giant step, but most of the 
time we are taking small, seemingly insignificant steps on the stairway of life"
— Ralph Ransom

" "There are no mistakes. The events we bring upon ourselves, no matter how unpleasant, are necessary 
in order to learn what we need to learn; whatever steps we take, they're necessary to reach the places 
we've chosen to go"
— Richard Bach



Patience for the "In-Between" Season
These quotes fit the days when you're not where you were, but you're not fully where you're going 
either. The tone is calm and resilient, more about endurance than hype, so it's ideal when motivation 
feels low or inconsistent. Try using one quote as a reminder on your phone lock screen for a week, 
especially if you're rebuilding habits or confidence. They also work beautifully in a card or message to 
someone who's quietly going through it.

" "The keys to patience are acceptance and faith. Accept things as they are, and look realistically at the 
world around you. Have faith in yourself and in the direction you have chosen"
— Ralph Marston

" "Patience and Diligence, like faith, remove mountains"
— William Penn

" "It is strange that the years teach us patience; that the shorter our time, the greater our capacity for 
waiting"
— Elizabeth Taylor

" "How many a man has thrown up his hands at a time when a little more effort, a little more patience 
would have achieved success"
— Elbert Hubbard

" "Life is not so much about beginnings and endings as it is about going on and on and on. It is about 
muddling through the middle"
— Anna Quindlen

" "But life is long. And it is the long run that balances the short flare of interest and passion"
— Sylvia Plath

" "Try, try, try, and keep on trying is the rule that must be followed to become an expert in anything"
— W. Clement Stone

" "Without a struggle, there can be no progress"
— Frederick Douglass



Identity— Self-Trust, and Coming Back to Yourself
Use these quotes when feeling lost starts to sound like "I don't know who I am anymore" or "I'm failing 
at being me". The tone is grounding and self-honoring, with reminders that you still have agency even if 
your circumstances are messy. A practical tip: read one quote and then write a two-line boundary or 
value statement (e.g., "I choose…" / "I'm done…"). These are especially good for personal mantras, 
therapy notes, and captions that signal self-respect.

" "Not until we are lost do we begin to understand ourselves"
— Henry David Thoreau

" "I'm not going to please everyone— I'm not going to make everyone happy. I just have to do what I feel 
is right, and what I feel is right is to be true to myself"
— Billie Eilish

" "You can't please everyone so you gotta please yourself"
— Ricky Nelson

" "Trust your instinct to the end, though you can render no reason"
— Ralph Waldo Emerson

" "The sovereignty of one's self over one's self is called Liberty"
— Albert Pike

" "We are not animals. We are not a product of what has happened to us in our past. We have the power 
of choice"
— Stephen Covey

" "Oh while I live, to be the ruler of life, not a slave, to meet life as a powerful conqueror, and nothing 
exterior to me will ever take command of me"
— Walt Whitman

" "Maxim for life: You get treated in life the way you teach people to treat you"
— Wayne Dyer



Fresh Starts and Brave Restarts
These are for the moments when you're ready to turn the page, even if you're still scared or grieving 
the last chapter. The tone is encouraging and forward-looking, less about rushing and more about 
giving yourself permission to begin again. A useful tip is to pick one quote and pair it with a "first day" 
ritual: a clean notebook page, a new playlist, a morning walk, or a simple plan for the next week. They 
also fit perfectly in graduation cards, moving announcements, and "new era" posts.

" "Supposing you have tried and failed again and again. You may have a fresh start any moment you 
choose, for this thing we call "failure" is not the falling down, but the staying down"
— Mary Pickford

" "What we call the beginning is often the end. And to make an end is to make a beginning. The end is 
where we start from"
— T. S. Eliot

" "Let every dawn be to you as the beginning of life, and every setting sun be to you as its close"
— John Ruskin

" "I have always been delighted at the prospect of a new day, a fresh try, one more start, with perhaps a 
bit of magic waiting somewhere behind the morning"
— J.B. Priestley

" "Without change, something sleeps inside us, and seldom awakens. The sleeper must awaken"
— Frank Herbert

" "There is nothing permanent except change"
— Heraclitus

" "If a tree dies, plant another in its place"
— Carolus Linnaeus

" "Your past is not your potential. In any hour you can choose to liberate the future"
— Marilyn Ferguson



Perspective Quotes That Re-Orient You
Use these quotes when you're spiraling, overthinking, catastrophizing, or treating one decision like it 
determines your entire life. The tone is clarifying and expansive, helping you zoom out without 
dismissing what you feel. Try reading one quote, then writing down three alternate explanations for 
what's happening (especially the kindest one). These work well before big conversations, after setbacks, 
or anytime you need to reset your inner narrative.

" "The only real voyage of discovery consists not in seeking new landscapes but in having new eyes"
— Marcel Proust

" "Problems look mighty small from 150 miles up"
— Roger B. Chaffee

" "Every great and deep difficulty bears in itself its own solution. It forces us to change our thinking in 
order to find it"
— Niels Bohr

" "Judicial judgment must take deep account of the day before yesterday in order that yesterday may not 
paralyze today"
— Felix Frankfurter

" "Yesterday is a cancelled check. Today is cash on the line. Tomorrow is a promissory note"
— Hank Stram

" "Do not dwell in the past, do not dream of the future, concentrate the mind on the present moment"
— Buddha

" "You can never plan the future by the past"
— Edmund Burke

" "I want to stand as close to the edge as I can without going over. Out on the edge you see all the kinds 
of things you can't see from the center"
— Kurt Vonnegut



Meaning— Connection, and Finding Your Way Back to Purpose
These quotes are best when "lost" feels existential, when you're questioning what matters, what you're 
here for, or whether any of it adds up. The tone is reflective and deep, built for long walks, late-night 
journaling, or quiet conversations with someone you trust. A practical tip: choose one quote and 
translate it into a single sentence you can act on this week (something observable, not abstract). They 
also make strong lines for speeches, graduation notes, and personal mission statements.

" "In the middle of the journey of our life I came to myself within a dark wood where the straight way was 
lost"
— Dante Alighieri

" "As far as we can discern, the sole purpose of human existence is to kindle a light in the darkness of 
mere being"
— Carl Jung

" "The purpose of life is a life of purpose"
— Robert Byrne

" "While goals are chosen, a purpose is discovered. Our purpose is something we have been doing all 
along, and will continue to do, regardless of circumstances, until the day we die"
— Peter McWilliams

" "Connection is why we're here. We are hardwired to connect with others, it's what gives purpose and 
meaning to our lives, and without it, there is suffering"
— Brené Brown

" "The value of identity of course is that so often with it comes purpose"
— Richard Grant

" "True happiness. is not attained through self-gratification, but through fidelity to a worthy purpose"
— Helen Keller

" "To live is to suffer, to survive is to find some meaning in the suffering"
— Friedrich Nietzsche



How to Use These Quotes
When you feel lost, the right quote works like a mental handrail: it doesn't solve everything, but it 
steadies you long enough to take the next step. Aim to use quotes as prompts for action or reflection, 
not as pressure to "feel better" on demand. If you're sharing publicly, choose lines that match your real 
mood so your words feel believable and grounded. And if you're supporting a friend, pair a quote with 
one specific offer of help (time, a call, a ride, or a meal).

•  Journal prompt: Copy one quote, then write: "What would this look like in my life this week?"
•  Decision filter: Pick two quotes, one about patience and one about action, and use them to 
balance your next choice.
•  Text a friend: Send a quote plus one sentence of context ("This made me think of you today, no 
need to reply".).
•  Daily reset: Set a quote as your lock screen for 7 days and reread it before checking messages.


